Can the Use of Mentor Texts Turbo Charge the Name Lesson?
By Nancy Fischer

“It never occurred to me that one’s name is a compass.” Weed That Strings the Hangman’s Bag. Alan Bradley
“Atticus said naming people after Civil War generals made slow steady drinkers.” To Kill a Mockingbird. Harper Lee.
“A poem is never finished, only abandoned.” Paul Valery
Learning Objectives: 

· You will create a series of starts about your name, using mentor text examples. 
· Using these starts, you will compose 5-6 short pieces, word-process them, and present them on a poster for the first day of class. (Poster can be 12” x 18” or in digital format.)
· You will assess your work and that of others, using Elbow/Belanoff feedback and rubric. (This will happen later in the institute.)

CCSS: ELA-Literacy 

W 8.3: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences. 

W.8.4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
W. 8.5: With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed.

Background: This Name Lesson is a standard around the NWP network. I have also taught parts of this lesson in an integrated LA and SS middle school classroom, especially as a lead in to the beginning of a semester or to the study of Immigration. Because of the pared down nature of time in our Writing Institute, I wondered how I could “turbo charge” the Name Lesson so that teachers could go deeper into their writing from the start, and as a bonus, deeper into community. To do this I left out former entry level name prompts like the acrostic, and added the use of mentor texts from multiple genres.
Today’s Activities: We will play with several starts this evening and will share with each other. We’ll also look at several mentor texts centered on names. You will then have several starts to take home with you to turn into 5-6 products for the second day of class. Please do not be concerned with “finishing “a piece today.

Thinking on paper about your name, brainstorming, listing. 
1. Read together the excerpt from House on Mango Street. Highlight or underline passages that catch your attention. Have teachers speak out or “point” to lines they’ve highlighted or underlined—no explanation needed. This is one way to hear text a second time and one way to give feedback. Ask what teachers noticed about the topics/divisions of the passage about the author’s name. Write these or circle them on a white board or doc camera. Categories may come up like history, nickname, sound of the name, super hero name.

2. Open your journal to two blank pages. On each page divide the page into four boxes so that you have eight boxes total covering two sheets. Depending on your grade level and purpose, you’ll decide for your classroom how many boxes to introduce at a time. For our purposes today, we’re compiling a treasure trove of ideas, so we’ll use eight. These boxes, then, become containers for our thoughts. We can add to them later or use them as prompts down the road.

3. On the first page write these titles for each box: #1 “History of my name.” #2 “Sound of my name, reminds me of, who says it best/worst?” #3 “Nicknames (or other names) I’ve been given.” Box #4 “My Super Hero Name.” For now leave #5 and #6 blank. Title box #7 “Parking Lot,” and #8 “Wild, Weird or Wacky ideas.”
4. I will demonstrate how I’d fill in the first three boxes and #7 and #8 based on what I know about my name.

5. Quick write lists of words or phrases about your name in Box #1, #2, #3, #4 using the Mango Street text as inspiration or guide. What can you use from this for your own writing? Take some time to write.
6. Pair/share what you have with a neighbor. Take turns listening. Indicate to partner what you’d like to know more about. Add to your lists/boxes.

7. Boxes 5 and 6: Write these titles in your boxes: Box #5 “Everyday Resume,” Box #6 “What My People Believed.” What do you notice about these mentor texts?
8. Quick write filling in boxes with words and phrases. Remind writers to use the “Parking Lot” or “Wild, Weird and Wacko” boxes as needed.
9. Pair/share. Take turns listening. Indicate to partner what you want to know more about. Add to your list. What can you use from this for your own writing? Take some time to write. 

(Mentor texts: Box #5 Flight Behavior Box #6 Little Century.) 
10. If time allows, volunteers can share something with the whole group.
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