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The Lesson Presentation Inquiry is the sharing of a “Best Practice” lesson that teaches some aspect of writing or uses writing to teach other content. It should extend from a lesson that you know from experience works well with your students but which also has potential for improvement.  With further thought and work, this already very solid lesson might become even better or have wider application.  For example, the lesson or practice might allow for more differentiation for your population of students, or be extended for other purposes, or more closely align with curriculum standards.  For example, I use Linda Christensen’s “I Come From. . .” poem format as one way to get students writing and to strengthen community in my class.  I wonder how I could better use that assignment to have students also strengthen their understanding of finding and using evidence.  This component of the Institute will provide you with a structure and the support of colleagues to further develop a lesson or teaching practice that is already very strong and which you have interest in moving forward to make it even stronger.  Institute participants often continue their work on these inquiries, sharing them professionally with colleagues at their school sites, at conferences, and/or through publications.
Your lesson presentation inquiry should be no longer than 60 minutes in length (including your explanation of the context and sharing your inquiry question with the group.)
Planning Process:  
1. Begin your planning with your own inquiry. What would happen if I. . .?  Could I reach this population of students better if I…? Why does this lesson work and, in knowing that, how might I extend it? Share your questions and curiosity. You will select a lesson (a lesson that teaches writing or uses writing to learn) that you know works well and look at it through an inquiry lens. Create a title that uses your inquiry question. Invite thoughtful response by beginning and ending with your inquiry question. 
2. Design your lesson presentation inquiry around a significant writing activity. Include time for teachers to write and then to share at least a part of their writing in pairs or with the group.  This sharing may happen throughout the presentation or only at the end. 
Introducing the Lesson Presentation Inquiry (Keep this to no more than 5 minutes.)
 
3. Provide the group with brief context and background information (for example: grade level, conditions in which you utilize the practice, how it fits into your curriculum/unit of study and the standards it addresses.)
4. Explain how this approach to writing evolved out of your years of teaching and experimenting, out of the reading you have done and out of your own thinking, reflecting and inquiry.  Where appropriate, cite current research that supports your work.  If applicable, share examples of student writing from your classroom showing how students “tried out” your presentation. 


Lesson Presentation Process:
5. Lead participants through a 40 minute lesson including a writing activity that allows them to experience the lesson and to think about it from the stance of a learner as well as a teacher. 

6. Include a two page hand out (front and back of one sheet), on the day of your presentation, that outlines your lesson (a lesson plan) and lists or provides links to resources and references. Please bring enough copies for everyone in the class, plus one extra for the Institute archives. 


Debriefing

      7.   As time permits, include a short discussion with participants regarding your 
inquiry question.  During the lesson and briefly afterwards, participants will be 
completing a short protocol sheet that will provide written feedback about your 
lesson and address your question.  In order to preserve this time, however, it 
will be important to keep to the time restrictions for the lesson.  
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