How can lessons on dialogue be internalized by my students and become evident in my students' writing?

By Sarah Dalisky

Learning Objects:

· Dialogue moves a narrative along and/or reveals something about a character.

· We indent every time a new person speaks.

· The end punctuation goes inside quotation marks.

· Dialogue can help us show rather than tell.

· Said is not dead

CCSS.ELA-Literacy
W.5.3.B: Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, description, and pacing, to develop experiences and events or show the responses of characters to situations.

W.5.4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
W.5.10: Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.
Resources: 

Wood Ray, Kaie. 2006. Study Driven. Portsmouth, NH: Heineman.
Elementary:

Anderson, Jeff. 2007. Everyday Editing. Portland, ME: Stenhouse Publishers.

Middle:

Anderson, Jeff.2005. Mechanically Inclined. Portland, ME: Stenhouse Publishers.
Background: I frequently teach mini-units on grammar and editing using mentor texts. These occur at the end of larger writing units as my students near the editing phase of their papers. My students do a wonderful job examining and making noticings about the mentor texts. They can clearly articulate correct grammar choices and can edit text with near perfection when using mentor texts. However, when given their own writing, or even that of a classmate, they cannot edit their mistakes. How to I get my students to internalize these lessons so they are using correct grammar and punctuation in their own writing? Or, at least editing these mistakes in their own writing?

Mini-Unit Lessons:

1. Invitation to Notice: Looking over the mentor text passage, what do students notice about the dialogue? After discussing the initial noticing, return to the beginning of the text and mark actions in red and dialogue in blue. Discuss any new noticing. Fill out the Elements of Dialogue chart.

	The Elements of Dialogue

	Setting
	Characters
	Discussion
	Punctuation


2. Invitation to Imitate: Using dialogue, write about a place you talk and eat. You don't want to record everything that was said like a tape recorder. Use what's important, what you recall, but shape it to make it sound like the people we eat with, talking about the same things we always talk about.
3. Invitation to Edit: Put the correct sentence on the board and discuss their noticings. Next show the same sentence with one thing changed. Students describe how the meaning or clarity changes and what we could do to make the meaning clear and effective.

4. Invitation to Edit: Read the passage twice and ask what they notice. Give students the opportunity to edit or revise in groups, looking for the things discussed about dialogue. Share answers by comparing and contrasting the reason for the edits.

5. Invitation to Revise: Read the next passage. Ask students what it would be like if the author only wrote dialogue? Show the passage with only the dialogue and ask students what is missing. Share and collect their ideas on butcher paper.

6. Extending the Invitation: Is said really dead? Dialogue tags are meant to fade into the background. This can lead to a discussion with students about when it is appropriate to use synonyms for said. Not every tag should stand out. Also, you can teach students to use dialogue packets, screenwriter’s trick, to eliminate them all together.

Stimulus: Something Happens

Internalization: What the character things

Response: How the character responds to stimulus

7. Throughout the unit, students also look for examples of dialogue in their independent reading text. We share these and talk about them as a class. I photocopy their findings and display them on a bulletin board for them examine as needed.

Mentor Texts:

Abrahams, Peter, Down the Rabbit Hole (2006) 
Crutcher, Chris, King of the Mild Frontier (2003)
Lin, Grace, The Year of the Dog (2007)

Van Draanen, Wendelin, Swear to Howdy (2003)
